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THANK YOU!

Our first new client and client referral party was a huge success! Thank you to Pizza

Man in Milwaukee for letting us host a wonderful night of food, drinks, and

conversation. 

Missed out? Don't worry! You are always welcome to refer clients - our next event will

be in July, so keep the referrals coming and you and your referral will have the chance

to join us at our next party! Stay tuned for more details as we get closer!

Milborn-and-Raised

We are still taking applicants for our Milborn-and-Raised feature on our blog!

Milborn-and-Raised is a campaign to celebrate the people who make the city of

Milwaukee great. From business owners, to influencers - even people who just love

the city more than cheese curds - we want to meet every one of you and share your

story.

Click below for an example!



By John Wasik

4 Ways To Show Your Money
Love On St. Valentine's Day

I know what you're thinking: Who talks

about money on St. Valentine's Day?

Seriously?

There's a real good reason to talk about

financial matters. Money matters are one

of the prime reasons couples break up.

So a decent, ongoing discussion can

keep that romance alive.

But don't do the blame/shame game.

You're both interested in financial well-

being. That means manageable debts

and spending that you discuss and agree

to; it's an evolving process.

Money is on the minds of most couples,

particularly as the stock market throws a

fit. According to a survey by the National

Endowment for Financial Education

(NEFE), "over two thirds (69 percent) of

U.S. adults will set a financial New Year’s

resolution for 2018, a consistent

indication that many Americans continue

to focus on their financial health as much

as their physical health."

For couples, that means sitting down,

putting away mobile devices, and having

a conversation. Here are some items you

need to discuss:

Originally posted on Forbes. To read the

rest of this article, click here.  
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By Drew Ashland

Market Update - February 2019

As we slowly crawl out of our January bunkers and thaw out from last week, let's take

a quick look back at 2018. I last wrote in my November update how volatile the year

had been to date. Well, that volatility chugged some Red Bull, cranked it up to 11 and

got really, really angry going into December. It was an historic month - and not for the

right reasons. We were blessed with the 2nd worst December on a performance basis

going all the way back to The Great Depression. It was also the 9th worst Q4 in that

same time period. Just to show how cruel the market can be, we never lost more than

1% on the day before Christmas ever...until this year. The usually reliable "Santa rally"

didn't even have a chance to get off the ground. 

All in all, 2018 was a forgettable year. It was the first year since 2008 that all major

indices finished in the red, with the 25 largest equity ETF's being down. I could go on

and on with these uplifting stats, but I'll leave you with this - out of 15 major asset

classes ranging from stocks to bonds to REIT's to Gold to Commodities, only one

finished higher in 2018: Cash. This was one of those ultra-rare years where it was near-

impossible to make money.



But, just as you thought things couldn't get worse...they got a little better. For starters,

the President may or may not have pistol-whipped key Fed officials until they agreed

to pause on their previous path to modestly increase interest rates. After committing

to at least two more hikes in 2019, they have since backed off and are going to be

more "data dependent" on future hikes. Second, we got a cease fire with the US/China

trade war. While no permanent solution or trade deal has been signed, at least we're

getting a temporary break from the daily headlines. Lastly, corporate earnings have

been OK so far. Some of the big tech names that often help propel momentum -

Apple, Facebook, etc., coupled with big bank stocks leading the way have helped us

reverse course and get back some of the steep December losses.

We're still going to keep hearing chatter about bear market this and recession that,

but weathering the storm is all part of the game. An historically bad December has led

to a very strong January (5th best S&P return since 1923) and a meaningful reversal in

sentiment, event if just temporary. We're still going to need to see a strong China trade

deal and continued stable earnings from US companies to keep us out of a prolonged

bear market. 

I'll leave you with this optimistic stat going into 2019 - the S&P 500 index hasn't

followed a negative year that was only down single digits (no worse than -9.9%) with

another negative year since 1939-1940.

YTD Scorebord:

S&P +7.73%

NASDAQ +9.24%

DOW +7.08%

Sources: @OddStats 
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before implementing any strategy discussed herein. Past performance is not indicative of future

performance. 
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